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Best in Show
(or why I miss Winter TV)
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the Downton Dowager Countess
speaks to her American audience....

| can see how one would swoon at the sight
of Lady Mary’s shimmering gowns,

a revelation - much like her shoulders,

or long for restorative tea and cake,

that our opulent dining dazzles;

how our gleaming goblets of brandy

quietly mesmerize. You dare not even
dream of staff to bestow impeccable service.
Our dog is just like yours.

But what enthralls you, really?
What draws you to the screen,

like creatures round a well-laid fire?
You shun our class disseverment.
Rightly so, | must admit,

though at least we can speak of it.
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Is it that Carson guards the door?

How Mrs. Hughes goes to hospital
utterly unencumbered? Do you breathe
a secret sigh of relief that stewards
carry our guns? Are your jangled nerves
soothed by civil conversation? Even |
encase my arrows in tiny satin sheathes.
When our library is stormed by insurgent
Irish chauffeurs, Carson serves the tea.
We do our best. The center holds.

Face it, you want to be me.



